
This leaflet w
ill help you to identify school activities that m

ay need to be covered by a 
licence and directs you to the appropriate organisation for further inform

ation and advice.
w

w
w.licensing-copyright.org 

A GUIDE TO COPYRIGHT LICENSING IN SCHOOLS
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† If you are photocopying m
usic or lyrics (excluding hym

ns or w
orship songs for collective w

orship) or perform
ing a play, m

usical, 
ballet or opera that includes m

usic that is specially w
ritten for the w

ork, you norm
ally need to get perm

ission direct from
 the publisher. 

For help identifying or contacting the publisher, contact the M
usic Publishers Association at info@

m
paonline.org.uk

Note: This guide covers m
any of the routine activities for w

hich schools need a licence, but is not exhaustive. Other organisations m
ay need to be contacted. 

Visit w
w

w
.licensing-copyright.org for m

ore inform
ation.
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AT-A-GLANCE GUIDE TO COPYRIGHT LICENSING IN SCHOOLS
Creative w

orks are central to the national curriculum
 as subjects in their ow

n right. Literature, m
usic and art 

lie at the heart of the UK’s creative industries. These industries m
ake an im

portant and ever-grow
ing contribution 

to the econom
y of our country. One in tw

enty of the w
orkforce currently earns their living from

 the creative industries
and legal copyright protection has enabled m

ost of these industries to develop over the years. Their continuing 
health and the future livelihoods of m

any of your students depend upon the recognition of the value of copyright
w

orks by m
aking proper paym

ent for their use.

w
w

w.licensing-copyright.org 

CCLI
CLA

ERA
M

CPS
PPL

PRS FOR
M

USIC
PVSL

M
PLC

Photocopying, m
anual or electronic reproduction of the w

ords and/or m
usic of hym

ns and w
orship songs used during 

assem
blies for acts of collective w

orship

Creating overhead transparencies containing extracts from
 m

agazines, journals or books

Photocopying or scanning extracts from
 printed books, journals or m

agazines w
hether academ

ic, 
trade or consum

er publications for teaching or training

Hiring out prem
ises for keep fit/aerobic classes

Show
ing a film

 or DVD in school, not in the course of instruction, eg. w
et lunchtim

es, after school film
 clubs etc. 

M
PLC represents over 350 Independent film

 studios and TV Producers.

Show
ing a film

 or DVD in school, not in the course of instruction, eg. w
et lunchtim

es, after school film
 clubs etc. PVSL 

represents all m
ajor Hollyw

ood as w
ell as Independent and Bollyw

ood studios. For a full list check: w
w

w.film
bank.co.uk/pvsl

Using a radio, TV, CD player or other device in adm
inistration offices or staff room

s

Using m
usic on hold on your telephone system

Creating and storing, on com
puter, the school’s ow

n hym
n book or carol sheets

Organising a school play, an end of term
 concert or recital involving live or recorded m

usic that is attended by fam
ily or friends

Recording a radio or television broadcast and using recordings (including m
aking available to students) for the

educational purposes of licensed educational establishm
ents.

Recording a school concert, play or other event containing m
usic †

EXAM
PLES OF ACTIVITIES REQUIRING A LICENCE

†

†

✓
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✓
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✓
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Holding a school disco, fete or fair w
here m

usic is played

✓

†

†
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W
HERE TO FIND OUT M

ORE
w

w
w.licensing-copyright.org 

The Copyright Licensing Agency Ltd licenses the photocopying and scanning of extracts from
 books,

journals and m
agazines for the purpose of teaching, training or inform

ation on behalf publishers,
authors and visual creators. Use of digital copies w

ith digital w
hiteboards, VLEs or Pow

erPoint
presentations is also covered.

w
w

w.cla.co.uk
em

ail:  info@
cla.co.uk          tel:  020 7400 3100            fax:  020 7400 3101            

The Educational Recording Agency Ltd licenses designated educational establishm
ents to record

radio and television broadcasts for educational purposes. On-site access to digital recordings for 
use on interactive w

hiteboards, VLEs and Pow
erPoint presentations is included. Stream

ing 
recordings off-site is covered by a top-up licence, ERA Plus.

w
w

w.era.org.uk
em

ail:  era@
era.org.uk           tel:  020 7837 3222

PPL represents the UK record industry, licensing the use of sound recordings (CDs, tapes, records etc.)
on behalf of record com

panies and perform
ers. A PPL licence is required for any public perform

ance 
of sound recordings for extra curricular purposes w

ithin schools, such as school discos, keep fit classes,
m

usic on hold etc. A licence can be obtained from
 PPL's agent CEFM

.

w
w

w.cefm
.co.uk

em
ail:  ppl@

cefm
.co.uk           tel:  01494 836 233

PRS for M
usic is the UK copyright collection society that represents com

posers and publishers of m
usic.

A PRS for M
usic licence is required for any public perform

ance of m
usic for extra curricular purposes

w
ithin schools. A licence for schools can be obtained from

 PRS for M
usic’s agent, CEFM

. Som
e

com
m

ercial uses of m
usic m

ay need to be licensed directly by PRS for M
usic.

w
w

w.cefm
.co.uk            

em
ail:  prs@

cefm
.co.uk           

tel:  01494 473014
w

w
w.prsform

usic.com
      em

ail:custom
erservice@

prsform
usic.com

tel:0845 309 3090 

The M
PLC Licence for schools is an ‘add-on’ licence, providing schools w

ith access to an extra 350+
independent film

 studios, fam
ily-friendly, educational and TV producers. The licence allow

s unlim
ited

show
ings in any legal DVD or dow

nload form
at, for non-curricular use. This licence is provided in

addition to any other existing film
 licence.

w
w

w.m
plcuk.com

         em
ail:  ukinfo@

m
plc.com

        tel: 01323 649 647           fax: 01323 439 354

Christian Copyright Licensing International Ltd (CCLI) is the UK’s m
ajor licensing body for the 

reproduction of hym
ns and w

orship songs used in acts of collective w
orship during assem

blies. CCLI 
can license your school to reproduce the lyrics and m

usic of m
any thousands of songs by hand, type,

com
puter storage and photocopying or use on OHP acetates, electronic storage and projection,song

sheets and so on.

w
w

w.ccli.co.uk/schools
em

ail: info@
ccli.co.uk            tel:  01323 436103

M
CPS (part of PRS for M

usic) licenses m
usic w

hen it is recorded on a CD, tape, video or DVD, or w
hen

that recording is issued to the public. This applies to recordings of school concerts, plays or sim
ilar events.

Applications for an M
CPS licence can only be m

ade on the w
ebsite.

w
w

w.prsform
usic.com

e-m
ail: applications@

m
cps.co.uk           tel: 020 8378 7500

The Public Video Screening Licence (PVSL) w
as created by Film

bank w
ho represent all m

ajor
Hollyw

ood plus Independent and Bollyw
ood studios. Schools holding the PVSL are able to show

 film
s

for entertainm
ent purposes during and out of school hours, including in after-school and film

 clubs.
Fundraising licences in the special early w

indow
 before DVD release are also available. No add on licence

is required for the screening of Hollyw
ood, Independent and Bollyw

ood film
s, w

ithin Film
bank’s repertoire.

w
w

w.pvsl.co.uk
em

ail: pvsl@
cefm

.co.uk           tel: 01494 836 231

6290 C
opyright Licensing In S

chools_g:6290 C
opyright Lisencing in S

chools Leaflet  20/01/2010  14:42  P
age 4


